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INTERNATIONAL GREEN GOWN AWARDS 2021



This university is 
pre-eminent in its 
understanding of the 
need for sustainability.
Sir David Attenborough 
AT KEELE IN 2019 TO OPEN OUR NEW 
£45M SCIENCE LABORATORIES



Pick an image that speaks ‘sustainability’ (or unsustainability) 
to you.  Talk to someone about why you chose that image.

Card resources at – https://www.keele.ac.uk/listeningproject/

https://www.keele.ac.uk/listeningproject/






Image: Kate Raworth and Christian Guthier/The Lancet Planetary Health







Impacts seen at 1oC increase in global average temp.



Our emissions…our legacy



What can universities do?



• Campus and operations
• Research
• Education
• Partnerships and outreach

Embedding in sust in all that we do

Research

Education
Knowledge exchange, 

outreach and partnerships



“Our vision is for universities to 
be widely recognised as leaders 

in society’s efforts to achieve 
sustainability – through the skills 
and attitudes that students gain 
and put into practice, through 

research and knowledge 
exchange, and through their own 
business management” HEFCE, 

2013/31



Keele’s sustainability journey



Lord Lindsay’s vision
A new kind of university

"If we are going to try and keep a democratic country and 
maintain understanding of one another, we have to send out 
people from our universities who can do the technical stuff 
and who at the same time have an understanding of political 
and social problems and of the values that lie behind them".

A commitment to meet the demands of a new kind of society, 
economy and world

Lord Lindsay, Founder 
of Keele University





2008
University Council 
agrees to follow a 
‘Deep Green’ path

2010 
HEA ‘Green 
Academy’
Keele in pilot

2011 
Sustainability
Hub created

2012 
Dedicated ‘Dir 
of EfS’ role and 
Sustainability 
Project Officer(s)

2015
New University 
strategy ‘to 
promote 
sustainability in all 
that we do’ one of 
6 strategic aims

2017
Smart Energy 
Network 
Demonstrator 
and HyDeploy
projects commences

2018 
Outstanding 
Leadership Team 
of the Year Award

2018 
Institute for 
Sustainable 
Futures 
launched

2019 
Climate 
Emergency
declared

2020 
Sustainability 
Institution of the 
Year Award

2021 
~8MW low carbon 
energy generation 
build commenced

2017 
Root & Branch 
sustainability 
‘brand’ launched

Our green timeline



Our approach



Strategic Aim 5:
“To promote environmental sustainability in all that we do”

• Continue to improve the environmental 
sustainability of the University through 
campus developments, carbon 
reduction and the impact of University 
operations

• Have world-leading research in 
environmental sustainability

• Educate our students on environmental 
issues and provide opportunities for 
them to put strategies into practice

• Provide leadership in application and 
implementation of environmental 
sustainability

• Be sector-leading in environmental 
education and engagement with 
business, external organisations and 
communities

Strategy 
2015-2020



Our whole team: A 
model of distributed 

leadership and 
responsibility



GGA 2020 - Sustainability Institution of 
the Year - Keele University - Bing video

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=keele+sustainability+institution+of+the+year+video&docid=608005620831447955&mid=7971BF53756D164ABC637971BF53756D164ABC63&view=detail&FORM=VIRE


Our education





Chancellor of Keele University



Degrees Embedding 
in all disciplines

Elective modules Co-curriculum opportunities



Our research (& our campus)



Six ‘challenges’



• A ‘small town’
• Private utilities network
• A ‘test bed’ for sustainable solutions
• Integrating of research, education, 

campus, business and the wider 
community

• ‘Untapped human resource’



– 16 PhD studentships
– 24 3 month MSc projects with SMEs
– ~240 companies supported in low carbon work
– Create a ‘living lab’ for research and development by academics and industry



5.5 MW solar farm
1.7 MW wind
1 MW battery 
storage

~50% campus 
electricity use





Keele’s pioneering 
research and expertise 
is leading the way to a 
low carbon future.
Lord Callanan 
MINISTER FOR CLIMATE CHANGE



Zero Carbon Rugeley



HyDeploy: Enabling Hydrogen 
Deployment In The UK Gas Grid



Our operations



Communications



Increasing reusables….



Waste free shopping & food growing



• Climate action principles:
– Produce
– Reduce
– Remove

• Operational C emission reduction
• Research and innovation
• Education and learning
• Strategy and governance
• Finance
• International engagement
• Awareness and engagement
• Leadership and advocacy
• C sequestration and storage
• Communications
• Co-benefits and synergies

“Today, I believe that 
we are on the turning 
point. I believe that 
universities like this 

one, which pays 
particular attention to 
sustainability, is right 
at the cutting edge.”





The journey continues….



“The science demands it; the evidence is before 
you; we must start at once; there is no time to 

lose.” Lord Deben, Chairman of Climate Change Committee

Professor Zoe Robinson
z.p.robinson@keele.ac.uk

@zprobinson1 Thank you!

mailto:z.p.robinson@keele.ac.uk
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